ST. PETERSBURG

there of helping him to disappear;' and upon my saying
somewhat anxiously, ' You don't mean to drown him, do
you ?' he continued, laughing, ' He would disappear some-
where mysteriously in the interior of Russia, and as he
appears to be a useful person, he would reappear again as
a contented Russian official'

In the beginning of June 1859 I went on a short
excursion to Moscow.    During this visit to the ancient
capital, which happened to fall at the time of the Italian
war, I witnessed a remarkable instance of   the hatred
which at that time prevailed in Russia against Austria.
As the governor,  Prince Dolgorouki, was  showing me
round a library I noticed that a subaltern officer among
several military decorations wore the Iron Cross  upon
his breast.    To my inquiry how he came by it, he named
the battle of Kulm, after which Frederick   William III
had distributed to Russian soldiers iron crosses, differing
slightly from the ordinary shape and known as Kulm
crosses.    I  congratulated the  old  soldier on  being so
hearty after forty-six years, and his reply was that, did
the Emperor but permit it, he would be glad enough to
take part in the present war.    I asked him which side he
would take, that of Italy or Austria, whereupon he drew
himself up and declared with enthusiasm, 'Always against
Austria.'    I pointed out to him that at Kulm Austria
had been on our side and Russia's, while Italy was our
enemy.    Whereupon he continued in his stiff military
attitude, and with the loud and penetrating voice with
which the Russian soldier always addresses his officer, he
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